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UO Sponsored FIRST
Robotics Team Makes World
Championships

Recently, the Universal Orlando-sponsored 4-H Robotics Team, “Exploding
Bacon,” qualified for the World Championships of FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology). The team qualified for the second year
in a row at the event in St. Louis. Exploding Bacon is a group of local high school
students, mentored by UO Team Members from six different divisions across
the resort. “Seeing the passion that all the kids have for technology has increased my own excitement for tech,” says
Andrew McGee, Service Desk Supervisor and FIRST Mentor. “I'm honored and humbled to have worked with such a great
group of students.”

Exploding Bacon took home the coveted “Chairman’s Award” in a regional competition, which sent them straight to
the 2016 FIRST Robotics World Championships, where teams from 39 countries competed with their robots. Exploding
Bacon was tasked with developing a robot that could travel through a medieval-inspired course, completing tasks,
and working to capture opposing castles. “It’s really great seeing the kids advance to such a high level of competition,
especially two years in a row,” says Matthew Miller, Manager, Strategic Innovation & Emerging Technologies and FIRST
Mentor. “I'm really proud that our mentors can help the students achieve their competition goals.”

Exploding Bacon excels in more than just robotics - the team welcomes students with a variety of interests and
skill sets. Members can contribute with video production and animation, web and social media, writing, marketing,
and community outreach. “It's a great opportunity to reinforce and build excitement for technical skills ranging from
mechanical engineering to software development to kids at such an early age,” says Adam Green, Technical Specialist,
Programmer Analyst and FIRST Mentor. “Add in the marketing and life skills and you have a great program to build up a
whole new generation.”

Interested in becoming a mentor?

Mentors are a key ingredient to the success of a FIRST Robotics team, and provide technical and non-technical expertise, encouragement,
inspiration, and guidance to students. Visit ExplodingBacon.com for more information on the team, and contact Matthew Miller of Parks
Technology at Matthew.Miller@universalorlando.com for mentorship opportunities.
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PRODUCED BY UNIVERSAL ORLANDO RESORT"” TEAM MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS



